
The old maxim “the more things change, the more they stay the same,” has never been more applicable to the magazine
than this issue of The Combat Edge.  At the ACC Safety Conference back in March, I promised that the magazine would not look
the same when the conference met again in a year.  Since the April 04 issue, the staff and I have put the magazine under a
microscope and have given it a new feel and direction.  We’ve implemented new layouts, design elements, and have taken the
stance that just because something hasn’t been done before, doesn’t mean we can’t do it.  With this month’s new cover logo, the
first logo redesign in over 5 years; the transformation is nearly complete, and we hope you like the finished product.

      The magazine cannot implement change without acknowledging where we’ve been in the past.  The Combat Edge
began as a result of the merger of Tactical Air Command and Strategic Air Command into Air Combat Command in June 1992.
With the appearance of The Combat Edge came the retirement of TAC Attack (published from January 1961 to May 1992) and

Combat Crew (published from June 1950 to May 1992).  Paging through old copies of TAC Attack and Combat Crew, the first
thing we noticed were the old acronyms, aircraft, lack of color photos, and the black and white hand-drawn illustrations.  Upon
closer examination, a common theme stood out, solid safety messages that transcended time and were as applicable today as
they were when first published.  With that in mind, we have included one article from each magazine here in the centerfold and will
occasionally reprint applicable articles in future magazines.

      Safety and flying safety in particular was important enough in June 1950 for Lt General Curtis E. Lemay to direct the
establishment of a safety publication, and for TAC to follow suit in 1961.  ACC Safety’s mission statement is “Preserving Combat
Capability through Aggressive Mishap Prevention” and our goal is to accomplish just that, with a nod to the past and an eye on the
future.

-The Combat Edge Staff




